
The Liturgy & Mission



Participating in Communion is an “ecclesial event” 
(not a private personal act)  – it is how we fulfill our 
membership in the body of Christ.

I. The unknown “prayer of preparation” (Schmemann) after the
epiklesis has happened. This prayer is not a confession of personal
sins but rather a realization of the fullness of the Church – united to
Christ and His Kingdom and its consequences. The prayer gathers
and unites the entire content of what “Communion” truly is –

Communion as a common task : The entire World (Creation) – The
Members of the Body of Christ (The Church)– The Kingdom of
Heaven (The end of the Age). A prayer of “self-preparation” for the
entire Church” (Schmemann)

The Church fulfills herself
And unite us all to one another who become partakers of the one Bread 
and the Cup in the communion of the one Holy Spirit…that we may find 
mercy and grace with all the saints who through the ages have pleased 
You:



The Church in heaven is joined with itself on earth

Remember also all who have fallen asleep in the hope of the 
resurrection to eternal life And grant them rest, our God, where the 
light of Your countenance shines. 

The Church is joined to every other community

Again, we pray to You, be mindful of Your holy, catholic, and 
apostolic Church, which is from one end of the inhabited earth to 
the other. Grant peace to her which You have obtained with the 
precious blood of Your Christ. Strengthen also this holy house to 
the end of the ages. 

The Church is a concelebration the People of God Offer the 
Love of Christ to ALL

Remember, Lord, those who have brought You these gifts, and for 
whom and through whom and the intentions for which they were 
offered. Remember, Lord, those who bear fruit and do good 
works in Your holy churches, and those who remember the poor. 



The Church remembers (makes present) Ascetics & Civil authorities
Remember, Lord, those who are in the deserts, on mountains, in caverns,
and in the chambers of the earth. Remember, Lord, those living in
chastity and godliness, in asceticism and holiness of life.
Remember, Lord, this country and all those in public service whom you
have allowed to govern on earth.

The Church remembers (makes present) those physically absent
Remember, Lord, the people here presented and those who are absent
with good cause. Have mercy on them and on us according to the
multitude of Your mercy.

The Church remembers every human condition possible
Fill their treasuries with every good thing; preserve their marriages in
peace and harmony; nurture the infants; instruct the youth;
strengthen the aged; give courage to the faint hearted; reunite
those separated; bring back those in error and unite them to Your
holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. Free those who are held captive
by unclean spirits; sail with those who sail; travel with those who travel;
defend the widows; protect the orphans; liberate the captives; heal the
sick. Remember, Lord, those who are in mines, in exile, in harsh labor,
and those in every kind of affliction, necessity, or distress;



The Church remembers (makes present) the entire world

…those who entreat your loving kindness; those who love us and 
those who hate us; those who have asked us to pray for them, 
unworthy though we may be. Remember, Lord our God, all Your 
people, and pour out Your rich mercy upon them, granting them 
their petitions for salvation.

Remember, O God, all those whom we have not remembered 
through ignorance, forgetfulness or because of their multitude... 
For You, Lord, are the helper of the helpless, the hope of the 
hopeless, the savior of the afflicted, the haven of the voyager, and 
the physician of the sick. Be all things to all, You who know each 
person, his requests, his household, and his need. 

Deliver this community and city, O Lord, and every city and 
town, from famine, plague, earthquake, flood, fire, sword, invasion 
of foreign enemies, and civil war.



The Hierarchy

Remember, Lord, all Orthodox bishops who rightly teach the word of Your
truth. Remember Lord, my unworthiness according to the multitude of Your
mercies; forgive my every transgression, both voluntary and
involuntary…Remember, Lord, the presbyters, the diaconate in Christ,
and every order of the clergy…

The Cosmos (Creation)

Grant us seasonable weather and fruitful seasons; send gentle showers
upon the earth so that it may bear fruit; bless the crown of the year of Your
goodness.

The Church

Prevent schism in the Church; pacify the raging of the heathen. Quickly
stop the uprisings of heresies by the power of Your Holy Spirit.

The Kingdom

Receive us all into Your kingdom. Declare us to be sons and daughters of
the light and of the day. Grant us Your peace and love, Lord our God, for You
have given all things to us.



The Prayer before the Lord’s Prayer now shifts to the 
personal preparation for Communion
…Cleanse us from every defilement of flesh and spirit, and teach
us how to live in holiness by Your fear, so that receiving the portion
of Your holy Gifts with a clear conscience we may be united with
the holy Body and Blood of Your Christ. Having received them
worthily, may we have Christ dwelling in our hearts, and may we
become the temple of Your Holy Spirit. Yes, our God, let none of
us be guilty before these, Your awesome and heavenly Mysteries,
nor be infirm in body and soul by partaking of them unworthily.
But enable us, even up to our last breath, to receive a portion of
Your holy Gifts worthily, as provision for eternal life and as an
acceptable defense at the awesome judgment seat of Your Christ.
So that we also, together with all the saints who through the
ages have pleased You, may become partakers of Your eternal
good things, which You, Lord, have prepared for those who
love You. (St. Basil’s Liturgy)



Only those who acknowledge their unworthiness are 
found to be worthy of partaking 

“He (St. Paul) summoned them to examine themselves.
But never at anytime did he present them with a choice;
‘you, the worthy partake; and you, the unworthy,
abstain.’ It is this choice that little by little led to
abstention…and to the loss of the feeling and perception
of the Eucharist as a “common task” as a liturgy (work
of the people). (Schmemann, The Eucharist, pg. 241)

Preparation consists in answering and responding to  
God’s Love

So that we also, together with all the saints who through 
the ages have pleased You, may become partakers of 
Your eternal good things, which You, Lord, have prepared 
for those who love You. 



The Lord’s Prayer – a common and private prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy Kingdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.



The Mission of the People of God to the World

1. Seeing the Eucharist as a common task and our common answer and
response to God’s love for us is the birth of our love for the people of the
world and desire and conviction to share the Light we have just become
partakers of and witnesses to.

We have seen the true light; we have received the heavenly
Spirit; we have found the true faith, worshiping the
undivided Trinity, for the Trinity has saved us. (Hymn
after Communion)

2. This is Heaven on Earth – the divine gift

“For in the Eucharist the Church accomplishes the passage
from this world into the world to come…participates in the
ascension of its Lord and…tastes of the joy and peace of the
Kingdom. (Schmemann, Church, World, Mission, pg. 212)



The Movement of Ascension and a Movement of Return

“Let is depart in peace…The Eucharist is always the End (the
partaking of the second coming & kingdom) and yet it is always
the beginning, the starting point: now mission begins…this
Light, (is) given to us in order to transform us into Christ’s
witnesses in this world. Without this ascension we have
nothing to witness to…the Eucharist…transforms it (the
Church) into mission.” (Schmemann, Church, World, Mission,
pg. 215)



Receiving & Radiating the Glory of God 

“Those who become recipients of the divine glory (through the
Holy Spirit and the sacraments, light, love, joy) consequently
impart a transfiguring radiance within society as a whole. Only
those glorified by divine grace are essentially able to glorify
God…This is why the saints remain the most significant
“missionaries” of Christendom. This expression of glory and
way of life…must be spread throughout the earth. “Be exalted
O God, above the heavens and let Your glory be over all the
earth (Ps 108.5). This…recited at the end of the Divine Liturgy,
is in fact a missionary message for the community of faithful
who will soon be dispersing to their daily lives…This who have
been blessed to receive the glory of God…have an obligation to
become vessels radiating he divine light, giving to others.”
(Patriarch Anastasion of Albania, Mission in Christ’s Way, pg.
163).”


